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A smaller action was fought at a place called Rietfontein
on October 24, for the same purpose of covering General
Yule's retreat from Glencoe. The result was successful as far
as that was concerned, but we lost some good officers and
men.

Sir George White now called in his scattered forces, and
the whole army was massed at Ladysmith.   His best plan
would have been to stay there on the defensive until Buller
and his First Army Corps, already nearing South Africa, had
arrived in full strength.    But Sir George White and his
officers did not consider this to be the way of honour, and
once again it was decided to strike a blow at the commandos
which were still pouring into Natal through the passes on
every side.   Lucas Meyer, who had been defeated at Talana
Hill, was now reinforced by General Joubert's commando,
and forces under Botha and Christian De Wet, two of the
younger Boer Generals destined to earn undying fame in this
war*.   For a front of something like seven miles the hills
opposite Ladysmith were occupied by these combined forces
of the enemy.   Their mobility was so much greater than our
own that it was never possible  to determine their exact
position, and they had a perfect genius for dragging heavy
cannon up great rocky heights and for shifting their batteries
from one place to another as soon as they had been 'located1
by our gunners.    It was, therefore, an evasive as well as
a formidable  foe which Sir  George White engaged in a
straggling^ spasmodic, and confused fight, which for want
of a better name is called the Battle of Ladysmithu

Our General divided his army into three columns. On the
extreme left the Irish Fusiliers and the Gloucester^ with
No. 10 Mountain Battery, under Colonel Carleton and Major
Adye, were sent a long way from the main body to occupy an
isolated ridge called Nicholson's Nek, from which they were
expected to harry the retreat of the enemy in the event of a
British victory. It was Major Adye who had suggested this
bold move, but Sir George White afterwards accepted the full